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Jo a n n a  Ba r

From Communism to Democracy: the Concept of 
Europe in Cracow’s Press in the Years 1975-1995

The first half of nineteen-seventies Europe was marked by visible signs of detente in the 
area of international relations and the resolutions from the final round of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) in Helsinki. It drew an important dividing line 
in the history of the twentieth century Europe, especially for the inhabitants of the eastern 
half of the continent. They had ever hopefully been looking for improvements to their 
situation since the end of the Second World War and the division of Europe, which was an 
indirect result of the war and was symbolically expressed in Winston Churchill’s famous 
words:

'F rom  S te ttin  on  th e  B a ltic  to  T r ie s te  on  th e  A d r ia tic , an  iro n  cu rta in  h a s d e s c e n d e d  
a c r o s s  th e  co n tin en t. B e h in d  th a t line, l ie  a l l  th e  c a p ita ls  o f  th e  a n c ie n t s ta te s  o f  
c e n tra l a n d  e a s te rn  E u rope . W arsaw , B erlin , P ra g u e , V ienna, B u d a p es t, B e lg ra d e ,  
B u c h a re s t a n d  S o fia  ... 'y

The partition of Europe was a fact and for a couple of decades attempts of integration were 
only thought of in the context of international political, military and economical 
organisations, which had been established in the opposing political blocks. In response to 
the successes achieved by NATO in Western Europe, the Warsaw Pact was brought to life 
in 1955 and the RWPG (the Board of Friendship, Co-operation and Mutual Assistance) 
(1949) was a competitor to the first economic structures in Western Europe.

Although the Final Act of CSCE sanctioned this cold war division of the world by treating 
the postulates of peaceful coexistence of the countries with different political systems in a 
diplomatic way, it gave a glimmer of hope for economic and cultural exchanges between the 
systems. In fact over the next years a gradual increase can be observed e.g. the exchange of 
television programs and viewers were also watching films and documentaries from the other 
side of 'the Iron Curtain'.

Poles, as probably all citizens of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic’s dominated 
Eastern bloc, especially pondered the realisation of those postulates contained in the 
Helsinki Final Act, which guaranteed the sovereignty of the nations and the observance of 1

1 Cited in: Norman Davies, Europe. A History, London 1996,1065.

http://dx.doi.org/10.14765/zzf.dok.1.941

Copyright (c) Zentrum für Zeithistorische Forschung Potsdam e.V. und Autor



222 Joanna Bar

human rights. They learnt of these postulates from daily newspapers, which while high-
lighting the involvement of the Russian leaders in working towards world peace published 
detailed reports from the conference in Helsinki.

Cracow’s Press

At this point it is practical to present a brief overview of the situation on the newspaper 
market in Cracow and some data regarding the newspaper readership in Cracow during the 
nineteen-seventies and eighties. From the point of view of the authorities the most important 
national newspaper was T ryb u n a  L u du , which was published in Warsaw and was also an 
organ of the Central Committee of Polish United Workers' Party. Its 'twin sisters', which 
were organs of provincial committees, were published in the capitals of provinces. Although 
they resembled ordinary daily newspapers and party reports did not constitute their sole 
content, the readers were perfectly aware, who published them. In Cracow G a ze ta  
K r a k o w sk a  was an organ of Polish United Workers' Party and was bought by offices and 
various institutions because they were under obligation to do so, however it was sometimes 
purchased by an ordinary reader, who was not necessarily tied to the party but was rather 
attracted by the paper's high quality news section.

In the capitals of provinces daily newspapers, which were not directly linked with party 
institutions, were published although they also were forced to comply with the official 
ideological-propaganda policy. Such newspapers in Cracow were D zie n n ik  P o ls k i and an 
afternoon paper, E c h o  K ra k o w a , which was especially appreciated for its sports section. 
Both papers were relatively popular with their readers. A striking feature of the papers of 
this period was that the publishers had to make do with the very small amount of paper that 
they were allotted and there were periods, in which D zie n n ik  P o lsk i, the major Cracow daily 
newspaper, only had four pages at its disposal and only in exceptional cases ran to six pages. 
Thus, the mere amount of space available had a strong influence on the content of a paper. 
The results of the survey conducted by the Press Research Centre of the Jagiellonian 
University, Cracow, in 1969 provides more detailed data concerning the readership of those 
newspapers: 'Over 80% of Cracow's citizens read daily papers on a regular basis and 13% 
read them occasionally (...) G a ze ta  K r a k o w sk a  is read by about 38% of the inhabitants of 
our city. E c h o  K r a k o w a  is still the most widely read daily paper.'2

However, papers published by church organisations were treated in a different manner. 
The most popular was T yg o d n ik  P o w sz e c h n y  published by the Cracow metropolitan curia 
and had a much wider readership than the CathoUc intelligentsia.

Its motto being: 'we didn't tell the whole truth, because o f  th e ce n so rsh ip , b u t w e  n e v e r  
lie d '3, the paper was highly respected and trusted, which was most likely an exception 
position on the newspaper market in the Eastern bloc.

Thus, in practice an average Cracow citizen bought one or two daily papers per day and a

2 Z. Bajka, C zytelnictw o dzienn ików  w  K rakow ie, Prace Badawcze Ośrodka Badań Prasoznawczych 
(Researches o f  the Press Research Centre), Cracow 43/1969, 3.

3 M.S. journalist, bom 1930, (Interview 2002, own materials).
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From Communism to Democracy 223

large proportion of the intelligentsia tried to read the latest issue of T yg o d n ik  P o w sze c h n y , in 
addition to other weekly magazines. However, 'reading' did not necessarily mean 'buying' 
especially when it came to magazines, whose circulation was limited for propaganda reasons 
and were mostly available by subscription. The subscription to T yg o d n ik  P o w sze c h n y  in the 
nineteen-seventies was one of the 'commodities', which were difficult to acquire. One 
generally required influential clerical acquaintances to become a subscriber and it was often 
combined with waiting for a current elderly subscriber to pass on. Thus, one edition was 
passed from one person to another and was read by several readers. However, let us return 
to the main issue of our considerations that is the press in the nineteen-seventies.

The conference of Helsinki

As was already mentioned, between July and September 1975 Cracow’s daily newspapers 
regularly published the reports on the proceedings of the conference in Helsinki, whose 
name was treated as a sign of the advent of a new period of cooperation and security in post-
war Europe:

'It w i l l  b e  th e  co n c lu sio n  o f  a  lo n g  p r o c e s s  a im e d  a t  ch a n g in g  E u ro p e  in to  a 
co n tin e n t c h a r a c te r iz e d  b y  e q u a l p e a c e fu l  c o o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  co u n tr ie s  o f  d iffe ren t  
p o l i t ic a l  a n d  s o c ia l  s y s te m s .A

Other first-page headlines predicted 'the era  o f  p e a c e fu l  c o e x is te n c e  b e tw e e n  E u ro p e a n  
co u n tr ie s ' and highlighted the security of the continent after 20 years of continual 
confrontation. One of the objectives of the treaty was the reduction of the armed forces and 
general disarmament, which was supposed to result in a peaceful coexistence between 
countries of different political and social systems:

'The c o u n tr ie s  ta k in g  p a r t  in th e co n fere n c e  h a v e  r e a l is e d  th a t in to d a y 's  E u ro p e , 
d iv id e d  in to  m il ita ry  b lo c s  a n d  o p p o s in g  p o l i t ic a l  sy s tem s , p le n ty  o f  m u tu al, su p e r io r  
issu e s  e x is t  r e q u ir in g  th e c o o p e ra tio n  o f  a l l  co u n tr ie s , w h ich  sh o u ld  b e  d e a l t  w ith  in 
a  c l im a te  o f  m u tu a l trust. T h ose is su e s  in c lu d e: m a in ta in in g  s e c u r ity  a n d  w e lfa re  f o r  
a l l  co u n tr ie s , en v iro n m en t p ro te c t io n , th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  in te rn a tio n a l co m m erce , 
tr a n s p o r t a n d  tou rism , eco n o m ic , sc ie n tif ic  a n d  c u ltu ra l co o p e ra tio n , th e  f r e e  f lo w  o f  
in fo rm a tio n , a s  w e ll  a s  th e  in cre a se  o f  p e r s o n a l c o n ta c ts .15

The press eagerly highlighted the fact that all the conference participants unanimously 
accepted the ten rules of political cooperation, point 7 of which regarded human rights and 
the basic freedoms i.e. of thought, conscience, religion and belief. However, it was a 
propaganda piece intended to stress good will on the part of USRR leaders.

At this point it is worth noting that the press market at that time reflected all the scientific 4 5

4  D zien n ik  P olski, No 167, 30 July 1975, 1.
5 D zien n ik  P olski, No 168, 31 July 1975,1.
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224 Joanna Bar

and publishing trends of the period. In relation to the most recent history academic papers 
were dominated by the notion of the dualistic development in post-war Europe divided into 
two separate blocsó, which only occasionally mentioned the subject of bilateral relations or 
regional aspects. One of the first Polish post-war historical analysis with the word Europe in 
its title made reference to the resolutions from the conference in Helsinki, however it did not 
acknowledge the existence of the other half of Europe. Its author, Janusz Stefanowicz, wrote 
in the introduction:

“In th e  e ig h th  d e c a d e  o f  th e  c u rre n t ce n tu ry  a  h u g e  ch a n g e  to o k  p la c e  in th e  co m m o n  
a w a r e n e s s  o f  E u ro p e 's  in h a b ita n ts . T he c o n fere n c e  o f  a l l  th e  co u n tr ie s  f r o m  th e  
co n tin en t, w h ich  la id  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  n e w  s ta g e  o f  E u ro p ea n  re la tio n s , b e c a m e  
th e  s y m b o l a n d  th e  p r o o f  o f  th e  n e w  im p u lse s  ( . . .) .  T he E u ro p e  o f  th e  la s t  3 0  y e a r s  
w a s  th e  p o s t - w a r  E u ro p e  w ith  an  a c c e n t on  th e  p r e f ix  p o s t .  A  new , d u a lis tic  p o l i t ic a l  
sy s te m  w a s  b e in g  d e v e lo p e d , w h ich  s tren g th e n  b y  th e  'C o ld  W ar' c lim a te  w a s  f o r c e d  
on  E u ro p e  b y  co u n tr ie s  f r o m  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  O cean , d is tu rb e d  th e f i r s t  h a l f  o f  
th e  p e r io d  o n ly  to  b e  g ra d u a lly  r e p la c e d  b y  a  s e n se  o f  com m on  f a t e  a n d  m u tu a l 
in te r e s t”. 6 7

European images

The reports from the conference in Helsinki can be treated as an exception in depicting the 
propaganda world in D zie n n ik  P o lsk i and G a ze ta  K ra k o w sk a . The Cracow daily press of the 
nineteen-seventies did not as a rule deal with the historical-philosophical analysis of the 
unity (or its lack) of the European culture. Such thematic issues were outside the scope of 
the current political trends and were incompatible with the character of the two papers, 
which were ordinary daily newspapers and not weekly magazines dealing with cultural 
issues. However, the reports from the proceedings of the Council for Mutual Economic 
Assistance (COMECON) sessions and the section entitled 'From the life of our brotherly 
countries' were published in absolute compliance with the rales of national propaganda.

At the same time as the lofty words of the cultural unity of the whole continent were heard 
in Western Europe, in Eastern Europe a truly socialist integration was being built that urged 
a wider introduction of planning into economic cooperation- 'M arch in g  on th e  in te g ra tio n  
ro u te  w e  w i l l  a c h ie v e  fu r th e r  su c c e sse s '8. The speech of the Polish Prime Minister, Piotr 
Jaroszewicz, delivered during the 39th session of COMECON, was published in D zie n n ik  
P o ls k i to inform the readers that:

6 For example: Zdzisław Nowak, K oncepcja  in tegracji E uropy Zachodniej na tle p ro c e só w  rozwoju, 
ekonom icznego, Poznań 1965; Marian Guzek, M iędzynarodow a integracja gospodarcza  w  socja lizm ie, 
Warszawa 1971.

7 Janusz Stefanowicz, E uropa pow ojenna , Warszawa 1980, here 5-6.
8 D zien n ik  P olski, No 142, 25 June 1975,1.
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From Communism to Democracy 225

'our so c ia lis t ,  p la n n e d  eco n o m y  a n d  c o o p e ra tio n  b e tw e e n  c o u n tr ie s  b e lo n g in g  to  
C O M E C O N  is  p r o g r e s s in g  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a d o p te d  p la n  a n d  c le a r ly  sh o w s  its  
s u p e r io r ity  w h en  co n fro n te d  w ith  d ifficu ltie s  c a u s e d  b y  th e  s o - c a l le d  e n erg y  c r is is  in 
th e  W estern  co u n tr ie s .

From time to time newspapers printed news of talks on establishing such relations between 
COMECON and the EEC (European Economic Community) that would be helpful in 
enhancing economic cooperation in accordance with the Final Act of CSCE or news of 
postulates (coming, of course, from Russian sources) to begin negotiations concerning 
intermediate-range missiles in Europe (August 1980) and the reduction of nuclear armament 
in Europe (November 1981).

However, the reality of the period should be held in mind and it should be remembered 
that regardless of where the negotiations took place (it was usually one of the European 
cities), they were actually American-Russian talks, or rather, according to Polish press, 
Russian-American talks, naturally initiated by Leonid Breznev (Geneva 1st December 1981). 
In conclusion it may be said (somewhat humorously) that in the Polish press of the decade, 
apart from propaganda articles on disarmament, the word 'Europe' could only be found in 
the sports section.

However, sometimes G a ze ta  K r a k o w sk a , a party organ with a greater assignment of 
paper, published interesting articles on cultural issues (for example, written by Maciej 
Szumowski or Dorota Terakowska), which dealt with the topic of European unity. On the 
30th May 1979 an interesting interview with an eminent historian specialising in ancient 
history, Aleksander Krawczuk, was published. He stated:

'We h a v e  to  re m e m b e r  th a t w e  a re  a l l  o n e  tree. O u r n a tio n  is o n ly  a  b ra n ch  o f  a  h uge  
c u ltu ra l com m u n ity , w h o se  n a m e is E u ro p e . A n tiq u ity , in turn, is  a  co m m o n  
d e n o m in a to r  f o r  a l l  E u ro p ea n  n a tio n a l cu ltu res'9 10.

Tygodnik Powszechny and Europe

In the second half of nineteen-seventies T yg o d n ik  P o w sz e c h n y  with a much more 
journalistic approach informed its readers of the integration process in Western European 
countries. In 1976 in an article entitled 'What about Western European Integration?' by 
Krzysztof Kozłowski analyzed the economic and political consequences of EEC, created in 
1957, as well as the controversies surrounding admission of new members. Back then no 
one thought that in 30 years Poland and the other Baltic countries would become members 
and that the EC’s ally of the 'Cold War' period, namely Turkey, would still be waiting to 
accede to this 'exclusive club for the rich', as the author of the article put it.11

Regardless of personal affiliations and conclusions the publishers of T yg o d n ik

9 Ibid., 1.
10 G azeta K rakow ska, No 120, 30 May, 1979, 5.
11 T ygodnik Pow szechny, No 4 ,2 5  January, 1976 ,1 ,4 .
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226 Joanna Bar

P o w sz e c h n y  held realistic views on the political situation of the period:

'The r e p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  E E C  h a v e  li t t le  to  s a y  a b o u t re la tio n s  w ith  c o u n tr ie s  
b e lo n g in g  to  C O M E C O N . ( . . . )  T h ere  a r e  n u m ero u s p r o b le m s  in th is  a rea , a s  tw o  
c o m p le te ly  d iffe re n t s y s te m s  a r e  in vo lv ed . T he p r o b le m s  re a ch  b e y o n d  th e  le v e l  o f  
c o m m e rc e  a n d  p r im a r ily  c a l l  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  so lu tio n s  th a t a re  c o m p a tib le  w ith  th e  
F in a l A c t  f r o m  H e ls in k i.' ( . . . )  'We s h o u ld  rem em b er, h o w ever , th a t w e  a r e  d e a lin g  
w ith  tw o  d iffe re n t s y s te m s  a n d  tw o  d iffe re n t c o n c e p ts  o f  in teg ra tio n . C om m o n  m a rk e t  
in te g ra tio n  w a s  to  b e  a c h ie v e d  b y  a  s lo w  f l o w  o f  p ro d u c tio n  fa c to r s ,  w h ile  th e  
e c o n o m ic  in teg ra tio n  in s o c ia l is t  c o u n tr ie s  is  b a s e d  on  co o rd in a tio n  o f  lo n g -te rm  
e c o n o m ic  p la n s  a n d  th e s p e c ia l isa tio n  o f  p ro d u c tio n . M a rk e t ec o n o m y  is th e  
p r in c ip le  in  E E C , w h ich  im p lie s  d e c e n tra lisa tio n  in th e  a re a  o f  ec o n o m ic  d e c is io n -
m a k in g  a n d  r e sp e c tin g  th e f r e e d o m  o f  th e  m a rk e t a n d  co m p etitio n . T he s o c ia l is t  
e c o n o m y  is  g o v e r n e d  b y  a  p la n  a n d  in te rn a tio n a l co m m erce  is d e p e n d e n t on th e  
s ta te . ( . . . )
I t  is  n o t o u r  p u r p o s e  to  ex p ress  e i th e r  p e s s im is t ic  o r  o p tim is tic  p r e d ic t io n s  
c o n c e rn in g  fu tu r e  re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  b o th  com m u n ities . The lo g ic  b e h in d  th e  
w a rm in g  o f  th e  re la tio n s  is  c lea r , te c h n ic a l d ifficu ltie s  ca n  b e  su c c e ss fu lly  d e a l t  w ith , 
b u t an  a w a r e n e s s  o f  th e  r e a li ty  is  a  m ust. ( . . .)

As far as Western Europe is concerned:

'The C om m o n  M a rk e t is c e r ta in  to  g o  b e y o n d  w h a t h a s b een  a lr e a d y  a c h ie v e d  a n d  
w ill  la b o r io u s ly  tr y  to  w o rk  to w a rd s  a  m u tu a l ec o n o m ic  a n d  m o n e ta ry  p o l ic y  ( .. .) .  
O b v io u sly , i t  is a  lo n g -te rm  p r o c e s s  a n d  i t  is  d ifficu lt to  ve n tu re  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  d a ta  
o r  p r e d ic t io n s .  H o w ev er , i t  is  v i ta l  th a t th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  com m u n ity , 
c o m p r is in g  o f  th e  r ic h e s t co u n tr ie s  in th e  w o r ld  ( . . . )  a n d  th o se  s i tu a te d  c lo s e s t  to  o u r  
co u n try , sh o u ld  rem a in  u n d e r  c a re fu l o b se rv a tio n . 'n

Nevertheless, the political reality did n o t p r e v e n t  th e  p u b lish e r s  f r o m  fe e l in g  a n d  e x p re ss in g  
th e Poles' historical heritage. In March 1978 T yg o d n ik  P o w sze c h n y  printed an article by 
Andrzej Micewski entitled 'Iden tity  a n d  D iffe ren tia tio n  o f  C ulture'. It read:

'In o u r  id e o lo g ic a l  lex ico n  th e  w o r d  'iden tity ' a c q u ire s  a  g r e a te r  a n d  g r e a te r  ro le . I t  
is  u se d  b y  p e o p le  o f  va r io u s  beliefs, w h en  th ey  w a n t to  m ake re fe ren ce  to  h u m a n is tic  
a n d  in d e p e n d e n t tra d itio n s  a n d  va lu e s  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  cu lture , in c lu d in g  P o lish  
cu ltu re . '

Followed by:
'O ur c u ltu ra l a n d  id e o lo g ic a l id e n tity  c o n s titu te s  th e  a n sw e r  to  th e  q u estio n , w h o  w e  
a re  a t  an  in d iv id u a l a n d  s o c ia l  le v e l;  a n d  is  in d isp e n sa b le  f o r  o u r  p e r s o n a l  
d e v e lo p m e n t;  e x p re sse s  o u r  n a tio n a l id e n tity  a n d  o u r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  b e lo n g in g  to  
th e  E u ro p e a n  cu ltu re . The a n sw e r  to  th e se  q u es tio n s  is in te rw o ve n  in h is to ry  a n d  o u r  
h is to r ic a l co n sc io u sn ess . '(■■■) 12

12 Ibid, 4.
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Political reality hardly affects this identity, because:

'V ariou s p o l i t ic a l  s y s te m s  h a ve  d iffe re n t v is io n s  o f  th e  im p lic a tio n s  o f  th e  E u ro p ea n  
cu ltu re , b u t ce r ta in  h u m a n istic  v a lu e s  a n d  th e  th re a ts  to  th em  a r e  p e r c e iv e d  in an  
id e n tic a l w a y . '

Nevertheless, certain systems and structures of a country directly contravene European 
tradition of liberty:

'The l ib e r ty  o f  an  in d iv id u a l is  th e  b a s ic  v a lu e  in h e r ite d  f r o m  th e  E u ro p e a n  cu ltu re . 
A n d  th e  p o w e r  o f  th e  co u n try?  C an  a  co u n try  r e a lly  b e  p o w e r fu l  w ith o u t g ra n tin g  its  
c itize n s  l ib e r ty  a n d  w e lfa re? '.13

Undoubtedly, the Catholic Church in this period played a great role in protecting the Polish 
national identity, ingrained in Western Catholicism. One of the first words of the newly 
elected Pope John Paul II in 1978 were:

'The C a rd in a ls  h a v e  j u s t  e le c te d  a  n ew  B ish o p  o f  R o m e. H e  co m es  f r o m  a  fa r a w a y  
co u n try , b u t h is co u n try  h as a lw a y s  b een  c lo s e  th an ks to  co m m o n  b e lie fs  a n d  
C h ris tia n  tra d itio n '.14

This attitude of the Church, which was hardened by a 30-year period that questioned the 
importance of religion and Christian tradition in the life of a nation, helps (especially 
Eurosceptics) to fully understand the involved attitude of the Church in Poland, which was 
displayed before the European referendum (2003, June). The Pope's subsequent visits to his 
homeland, which were extensively covered by all Cracow papers, highlighted this attitude:

'... C h r is tia n ity  m u st reg a in  its  p o s i t io n  in w o rk in g  to w a r d s  th e  sp ir i tu a l  u n ity  o f  
E u ro p e . E c o n o m ic  a n d  p o l i t ic a l  id e a s  w i l l  n o t b e  en ou gh . W e m u st d e s c e n d  d eep er , 
re a c h in g  to  th e  e th ic a l le v e l o f  ( .. .) .  A  E u ro p e , w h ich  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  its  h is to ry , w a s  
f r e q u e n tly  d iv id e d  a n d  p a r ti t io n e d ;  a  E u ro p e , w h ich  w a s  tr a g ic a lly  d iv id e d  b y  th e  
h o rr if ic  S e c o n d  W o rld  W ar; a  E u ro p e , w h ich  a lth o u g h  s u b je c te d  to  co n tin u o u s  
c o n te m p o ra ry  d iv is io n s  a lo n g  p o lit ic a l ,  id e o lo g ic a l a n d  e c o n o m ic  lines, ca n n o t s to p  
s e a rc h in g  f o r  its  b a s ic  unity, m u st tu rn  to  C h r is tia n ity .' (C zę s to c h o w a  1 9 7 9 , the  
C o n fere n c e  o f  P o la n d 's  E p is c o p a te ) .15

It is true that T yg o d n ik  P o w szech n y , as a weekly magazine devoted to cultural issues, was 
better predisposed to deal with such matters than the daily papers. However, it's worth 
bearing in mind that it was the most popular weekly magazine, especially among Cracow’s 
intelligentsia and as such exercised a great influence on shaping its readers beliefs and 
opinions. 13 14 15

13 T ygodnik P ow szechny, No 11, 12 March 1978,1.
14 T ygodnik P ow szechny, No 43, 22 October 1978.
15 T ygodnik P ow szechny, No 24, 17 June 1979, 5.
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In 1985 Tygodnik Powszechny published Adolf Juzwenko's review of the book H e a r t  o f  
E u ro p e . A short History of Poland by Norman Davies (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1984). 
However, due to the marshal law imposed in 1981 a large part of the review (21 pages of the 
original manuscript) was censored and parts of the text were simply erased. Thus it might be 
deduced that the readers never leamt what Juzwenko wanted to tell them when he stated: 
'The title Heart of Europe was not chosen by mistake ...' Yet, it has turned out that the 
author of the review quoted a fragment of Norman Davies's work, from which only one 
sentence was erased and replaced with the formulaic expression used by censors [— ] [Act 
from 31.07.1981 On controlling publications and performances, article 2, point 1 (Official 
Journal of Laws No. 44, 204)]. Thanks to the publication of the archival yearbook of 
T yg o d n ik  P o w sz e c h n y  from 2005 published with other censored materials, we can now 
quote this sentence. It should have read as follows:

'P o la n d  is  a  p la c e  in  w h ich  c o m p e tin g  c u ltu re s  a n d  p h ilo so p h ie s  o f  o u r  co n tin e n t  
c o m e  in to  s tr o n g e s t con flic t, a n d  w h e re  th e  ten sio n  o f  th e  E u ro p e a n  d ra m a  is  p la y e d  
on  a  l iv in g  b o d y  a n d  n e rv e s  o f  a  g r e a t  n a tion . ' 16 17

Despite the censorship, the press market in the second half of the nineteen-eighties was 
completely different from its predecessor a decade earlier. Ernest Skalski in his article 'The 
Peripheries of Europe' unmasks the myth of the superiority of Eastern Europe economy, 
which was often voiced in the following statement: ‘B u t f o r  th e  ch a n g es  in o u r  p o l i t ic a l  
sy s te m  w e  w o u ld  s t i l l  r e p r e s e n t th e  le v e l  o f  th e  p e r ip h e r ie s  o f  E u ro p e : S pa in , G re e c e  . . . ,17 
Skalski pointed to the rapid economic development of those countries and presented a 
detailed comparison between the economies of Poland and Spain.

After the Fall of the Wall

A substantial change became felt in 1989 when Michail Gorbacev, the General Secretary of 
the CPSU (the Communist Party of the Soviet Union) suggested a unilateral reduction of 
tactical nuclear rockets during a session of parliament of the Council of Europe in Strasburg. 
G a ze ta  K r a k o w sk a  reported this event as the first public appearance of a leader of a socialist 
country and the first session, in which Polish representatives took part. In his speech 
Gorbacev confirmed the advent of a new reality and the development in tightening relations 
between European countries, discussed the idea of a common European house, however, 
stressed that one cannot overcome the division according to the concept of fighting 
socialism. Security and disarmament remained the most important issues to be dealt with. In 
December 1989 D zie n n ik  P o lsk i reporting from Prague on the termination of the political 
crisis, used the historic sentence: ‘A n d  a g a in  th e  Iro n  C u rta in  f e l l . ’

In July 1990 the publishers of the former organ of the communist party, Gazeta 
Krakowska, entitled one of its articles 'We speed up our march to Europe. Next year Poland

16 Tygodnik P ow szechny  1985 (No 18-34), Archival Yearbook on CD-ROM + censorship materials.
17 Tygodnik P ow szechny, No 3 2 ,4  August 1985, 8.
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in EEC?', quoting the head of the Department of Foreign Economic Affairs (Marcin 
Święcicki), who said that the Polish government wanted to join EEC as soon as possible.18 
Normal newspapers published regular reports from the proceedings of the European 
Parliament when Poland was a subject of its discussions. Also, the reports on the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the reunification of Germany were presented in the context of unification of 
the continent.

The first problems in this new political reality were also reported by daily papers, such as, 
the affair with toxic waste. According to the data provided by Greenpeace, within the 
preceding two years 72 companies from 13 Western European countries had attempted to 
sell Polish firms 22 million tons of toxic waste and 46 thousand tons of it were successfully 
smuggled to the country from Federal Republic of Germany, Austria and Sweden.19 20 
Nevertheless, the reports from the talks regarding Poland's association and membership 
(since 1994) in the European Union were regularly published.

At the same time European issues started appearing in magazines, especially in light of 
the fact that by the end of nineteen-eighties two new popular daily papers entered Cracow's 
press market; the local paper. C za s K r a k o w sk i, and the national paper, G a ze ta  W yb o rcza  
(from  1 9 8 9 ) . As early as 1989 T yg o d n ik  P o w sz e c h n y  began publishing a series of talks with 
politicians, journalists and academics on potential changes in the political and cultural 
configuration in Europe. It is worth mentioning an interview with the Czech emigration 
journalist, Antonin J. Liehm (title: 'All this taken together gives Europe')20, Rafał 
Wiśniewski, who at that time worked at the Hungarian Philology Department of Warsaw 
University (Transylvania -  Europe's business')21 or with the then president of France, 
Franęois Mitterand ('The right to a place in Europe')22. In the same year T yg o d n ik  
P o w sz e c h n y  also published a report from the international conference 'C en tra l E u ro p e : an  
illu s io n  o r  a  ch a n ce', stressing that in Warsaw at six important conferences dealing with 
European issues, one of which was entitled 'P o la n d  in E u ro p e ', were held simultaneously. 
The conference, or rather colloquium, took place in the Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec, near 
Cracow, in 'a homestead of the closest heirs of St Benedictine, the patron of Europe'.23 The 
titles of the sessions are telling and they include: 'Central Europe', 'The West towards 
Central Europe', ‘The issue of the European unity' and 'Future perspectives of our part of the 
continent'. Although the report was censored five times, its content clearly shows how much 
had changed in the last decade as far as the freedom of speech in Poland was concerned. 
Whereas before no one would publish a discussion on the validity of Breznev’s doctrine 
describing the limited sovereignty of the countries belonging to the Eastern bloc, now the 
participants of the colloquium openly demanded its official withdrawal:

'P o litic a l d isc u s s io n s  w e re  p e r m e a te d  b y  o n e  w id e ly  a c c e p te d  id e a :  th a t w e  b e lo n g  to
an  ep o c h -m a k in g  e ra  w h en  [ . . . ]  th e  p o s t- w a r  o r d e r  w a s  c o l la p s in g  a n d  a  p o s s ib i l i ty

18 G azeta K rakow ska, No 161,13 July 1990,1.
19 D zien n ik  Polski, 12 October 1990.
20 T ygodnik Pow szechny, No 3 ,15  January 1989.
21 Tygodnik Pow szechny, No 4 ,2 2  January 1989.
22 Tygodnik Pow szechny, No 23,18 May 1989.
23 Tygodnik P ow szechny, No 30,23 July 1989, 2.
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f o r  a  n e w  o r d e r  a p p ea rs , w h ich  ca n  b e  a  h is to r ic a l ch a n ce  f o r  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  
C e n tra l E u r o p e .,24

Changes were also visible in everyday life. Airlines informed of new connections with 
countries' capitals, private carriers advertised bus tickets to all European countries, travel 
agencies offered holidays abroad and language schools held language courses. Since 1995 
newspapers regularly printed exchange rates and comparative economic analysis. The word 
Europe began appearing in advertisements of new privately-owned shops (Euromarket) or 
health centres (Eurodent), whose owners wanted to make reference to a Western stereotype 
and/or Western standards of services. The presence of Europe in Poland became a fact of 
public life and Poland started its endeavours to mark its presence in Europe.

Conclusions

In this article we describe the discourses about the concept of Europe in the Press of Cracow 
between 1975 and 1995, in the context of the most important events for Poland of those 
years: the election of the Polish Pope and the political and economical transformations at the 
turn of the 80s and 90s.

The post-war partition of Europe was a fact not only in politics, but also in propaganda. 
For some time, the European integration had been only possible in the context of 
international political, military and economical organizations of the opposing political 
blocks. Changes in this point of view started in the first half of 1970s and were related to the 
final stage of the conference of Helsinki. From today’s perspective the conference of 
Helsinki was however not such a crucial moment in the history of Europe as people in the 
nineteen-seventies wanted it to be.

Despite the official propaganda the idea of European unity was rooted in the 
consciousness of Poles, intellectuals and the man in the street alike. Much greater influence 
on its revival in the area of public discussion should be placed on the election of the Polish 
Pope, August 1980 in Gdańsk, where workers' strikes resulted in the birth of the Solidarity 
Movement, Round Table talks and the first free elections in the Eastern bloc in 1989. What 
happened in nineteen-eighties, which ended with the Autumn of Nations, the reunification 
of Germany and the collapse of the Soviet Union, was the result of both the anti-totalitarian 
policy of Ronald Reagan, the Vatican City's diplomatic efforts and the gradual recon-
struction of the Soviet Union led by Michail Gorbacev. The mutual result of all these, 
superficially independent, processes was a gradual return to the idea of the European unity. 
Combined with the end of the 'Cold War', it gradually became the main element of the 
civilization identification also for the inhabitants of the former Eastern bloc, i.e. the Poles, 
Czechs, Slovaks, Hungarians and citizens of the Baltic countries, Balkans and with time also 
the Ukrainians.

24 T ygodnik Pow szechny, No 30, 23 July 1989, 2.
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